
The Accelerated Reader Program


at Fred A. Olds Elementary

What is the Accelerated Reader “AR” Program?

The AR program encourages children to read at home and at school.  It can be used by teachers and parents to motivate students to read and build their comprehension and vocabulary skills.   As students reach the goals set for their grade level, they will be recognized for their achievements.
How do you meet the goals for your grade level?

After reading an AR book, students take a multiple choice computer quiz to check reading comprehension or vocabulary building.  The quiz results give the teacher feedback on the student’s progress.  Each book has a point value and word count, and each AR quiz is scored on a percentage of questions answered correctly.  The program also indicates whether a book is fiction or non-fiction.  The grade level goals are a combination of these different types of measurement.
Who is eligible?
All first through fifth grade students are eligible to take AR tests.  

How do students find an AR book?
There are several ways to find AR books. In the Media Center, AR books are indicated by a label on the spine or a note on the first page of the book. Of course, any copy of the book may be read – it doesn’t have to be the copy in the Media Center. Outside of school, students can search for AR books on the Destiny catalog or through AR Bookfinder. Links to both of these can be found on the school website.

When can students take tests?  Can they take them at home?
Students can take tests from 8:00am to 3:30pm in their classroom or in the Media Center.  Students are not able to take quizzes from home.  From 8:00am to 8:30am each morning, Ms. Ammons or another member of the staff will be available to help students log on to AR; however, students must take the actual quizzes on their own.
How can I help my child?
Please encourage your child to check out an appropriate AR book and take a quiz at least once a week.  Some children are afraid of taking more tests but most understand and like the system after the first few books.  Also, help them set an AR goal for the month or quarter.  Finally, find a quiet time and place for them to read on a daily basis.

What type of recognition will students receive for participating?

Each grade level has a set of AR goals.  Once the student reaches the AR goal for their grade, they will be invited to the AR celebration at the end of the year.  Students’ progress will be indicated on an AR display in the Media Center.

Are teachers responsible for making sure students take AR tests?

No.  The AR program is not part of the classroom curriculum; therefore it is not the role of the teachers to make sure that students are taking tests.  Students may have time in the classroom to take AR tests, but it is not necessarily scheduled in to the school day.  Parents are encouraged to come with their students before or after school to allow their students time to take tests.  While parents cannot read the test or help answer questions for the students, they can help students log in and find the quiz for the book they read. 
Are there any rules or guidelines for taking AR tests?
Yes, students need to agree that they:

· will take tests by themselves without asking or accepting answers from other students, parents or teachers.
· will not help other students with the answers on their tests.
· will not log into another student’s AR account for any reason.
· will have their book with them to help find the correct test but not to answer the questions.
· will not take tests on movies they have seen.
Do students have to read at their level?
Children should be encouraged to select books in the range or one year above or below their current reading level.  The higher books provide a challenge while the lower books provide a sense of mastery.  In general, children can successfully read up with fiction while non-fiction should be read at or below their level.

How do you pass the test if you read up a level?

The purpose of the AR quiz is not necessarily to receive 100%.  Studies show that an ideal learning zone is at 80% comprehension, so if a child tries something harder and receives a 70% they will receive points while increasing their vocabulary and comprehension, and that’s the ultimate reward!

What if my child wants to read really low (or high) books to accumulate more points?
Some intervention may be necessary so fifth graders aren’t taking tests on Green Eggs and Ham and first graders aren’t trying to read Harry Potter.  In between those extremes you should let your child select books that they want to read in order to foster a love of reading.  Perhaps setting a rule that for each low level book they need to read one at grade level would be beneficial.

What are some examples of AR books in terms of reading level and points?
	Book Title
	Reading Level
	AR points
	Number of Questions
	Word Count

	Play Ball Amelia Bedelia
	2.3 (i.e., 2nd grade level)
	0.5
	5
	1380

	Changes for Kirsten
	3.9 (i.e., the end of the 3rd grade, almost 4th grade level)
	1.0
	5
	9678

	Hatchet
	5.7 (i.e., nearing the end of 5th grade level)
	7.0
	10
	42,328


What are the AR test questions like?
This question is from the quiz on Where the Wild Things Are (RL 3.4, Points 0.5)

Max wore a ______ suit.

A. tiger   B. lion   C. wolf   D. bear

How can I help the AR program?

Please contact Ms. Ammons (jammons@wcpss.net) or the Friends of the Library committee (Jennifer Venable, chair – jenniferbvenable@gmail.com).

